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Graduate Study Defined in Bulletin 


A Selective Service bulletinhas been amend- 
ed to define more clearly what is meant by a 
full-time course of instruction ina graduate 
school. The revision of Operations Bulletin 
No. 46 was made "'to eliminate any indication 
that a graduate student must meet the criteria 
in section 1622. 25(b) of the regulations before 
he may be considered for deferment in Class 
I-S. "' 

The revision sets forth what has in fact 
been Selective Service intention in relation to 
graduate students in recent years, namely, 
that they should be considered for deferment 
"because of the continuing need for qualified 
men to conduct all activities necessary to the 
maintenance of the national health, safety, or 
interest. "' 

Section 1622. 25(b) of the regulations, refer- 
red to above, specifically states conditions of 
study under which men might be considered for 
deferment as being necessary to the national 
health, safety, or interest. The amended ver- 
sion of the Operations Bulletin emphasizes the 
spirit rather than the letter of the Selective 
Service law. 

The bulletin states that, in general, certi- 
fication of full-time graduate study by institu- 
tional officials ''shall be based on the fact that 
the student is devoting himself to graduate 
study and is progressing through his program 
at the normal rate which will permit comple- 
tion of requirements for the master's degree 
in two calendar years, and for the doctoral 
degree in five calendar years of graduate study 
beyond the bachelor's degree, "" The provisions 
here mentionedare not meant toapply to study 
in the healing arts. 

Within the meaning of the full-time course 
of instruction in a graduate school it normally 
should be interpreted that teaching and research 


assistance, preparation for foreign language 
and other required examinations, and super- 
vised work on graduate thesis are included in 
addition to course work. 


King Hussein Lauds Mennonite 
Work in Jordan 


King Hussein of Jordan onSeptember 21 re- 
ceived three representatives of the Mennonite 
Central Committee in audience at his palace 
in Jerusalem. Heading the group was MCC 
Executive Secretary William T. Snyder who at 
the time was visiting MCC projects in Jordan. 
(Snyder represents Mennonite concerns on the 
NSBRO and serves as Vice Chairman of the 
Board of Directors. ) 

The King told the visitors that he appreci- 
ates the presence of the Mennonite Central 
Committee in his country and the interest that 
Mennonite people are takingin the problems of 
the country. He also said that MCC workers 
should consider the palace a place where they 
were welcome if they need assistance in their 
work, 

Mr. Snyder assured the King it would mean 
much to the Mennonite people of the U.S. and 
Canada to learnthat His Majesty values the ef- 
forts they are making to assist the people of 
Jordan. 

MCC work in Jordan is largely with refu- 
gees, a chief problem of the country. There 
are nearly 800,000 refugeesinJordan. About 
63,000 refugees in the area of Jericho have 
received aid from the Mennonite Central Com- 
mittee. In one refugee camp there is a sewing 
school for girls, and, an orphanage at Hebron 
cares for about 60 children. 

At least one of the current MCC staffin Jor- 
dan is there on I-W assignment, In the past, a 
number of others also have done alternative 
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Recent Court Cases Involving CO's 


U. S. v. QUERENGASSER, 185 F. Supp. 
114, decided 5/18/60 by the District Court for 
the Middle District of Pennsylvania. Attorney 
Charles Kalp for the defendant. Decision: 
Guilty as charged. Norman Augustus Queren- 
gasser, a Jehovah's Witness, filed his ques- 
tionnaire in March 1952 and claimed both 4-D 
and I-O. At the time, he claimed he was an 
ordained minister, and was working as a "door 
listing draftsman" for the Aetna Steel Corpo- 
ration of Pottsville, Pennsylvania, which com- 
pany manufactured hollow metal doors, jambs 
and trim, 

His local board consistently classified him 
I-A, while the Justice Department and Appeal 
Board consistently classified him I-A-O. He 
had two hearings before Hearing Officers. The 
first one recommended I-A-O; the second one, 
I-O, but the Justice Department overruled its 
second Hearing Officer and made a recom- 
mendation of I-A-O which the Appeal Board 
followed. He thereafter refused induction and 
the court found him guilty, stating that the Ap- 
peal Board was justified in denying the I-O clas- 
sification because the registrant admitted, un- 
der questioning by the first Hearing Officer, 
that "he would continue to work at his present 
job (door listing draftsman) even if the com- 
pany were manufacturing armament for the 
government, " 

U. S. v. CORLISS, HEISE and HEROLD, 
280 F2d 808, CCA2, decided July 22, 1960. 
Attorneys Covington and Adlerstein for de- 
fendants. The Second Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals sustained the sentence of a year anda 
day against Richard Secor Corliss, Fred Au- 
gust Heise and Walter Herold (See THE RE- 
PORTER, September 1959). The Court Said 
that the range of review in conscientious ob- 
jector cases "is the narrowest known to the 
law, '' reciting that the Court has only two pos- 


sible grounds for reversal: (a) Denial of pro- 
cedural due process, and (b) no basis in fact 
for the classification given by the local board. 
"Any fact which casts doubt on the veracity of 
the registrant is relevant. '' 

The Court found that the following facts jus- 
tified the draft board in classifying these men 
I-A. Fred August Heise because of his "'late 
conversion.'' Richard Secor Corliss because 
the Hearing Officer felt that "although Corliss 
was sincere in his devotion to his religious 
sect and the principles for which he stands, 
he did not appear to have a genuine personal 
conviction as to why he should not bear arms 
or participate in war. '' And Walter Herold be- 
cause he attempted to enlist in the Naval Re- 
serve in 1952 and applied for admission to 
Point Military College in August 1953. (Herold 
became a Jehovah's Witness in March 1954 and 
refused induction several years later. ) 


Job Open to I-O Men 


Goodwill Industries of Pueblo, Colorado, is 
seeking a conscientious objector to do alterna- 
tive service in their program which involves 
the returning of mental patients to active com- 
munity participation. Goodwill Industries 
throughout the country are devoted to the task 
of rehabilitation, training, and placement of the 
handicapped. Gary Titus, Executive Director, 
did his alternative servicein the Pueblo Good- 
will Industries before permanently joining the 
staff. He notes that there are great opportu- 
nities for creative work. Inguiries should te 
directed to 130 South Union, Pueblo, Colorado. 


News Briefs 


The draft quota has shown considerable var- 
iation in the past few months. For November 
the Department of Defense has requested that 
the Selective Service System deliver 7,000 men 
for induction into the Army. The August call 
was for 7,000 but in September and October 
the number rose to 8,000 and 9,000 respec- 
tively. 

* * * 





The Reporter 
For Conscience’ Sake 
Published by the 
National Service Board for 
Religious Objectors 


Room 403, 401 8rd Street, N. W. 
Washington 1, D. C. 


Huber F. 
Executive 


Board of Directors 
W. Harold Row, Chairman 
William T. Snyder, Vice-Chairman 
Herman Will Jr., Recording Secretary 
Girven H. Culley, T 
Robert F. Weiskotten 
Klemme 


Secretary 
J. Harold Sherk 
Associate Executive 
Ellis J. ol cose 


Attorney Advisor 
Robert B. Myers 
Office Secretaries 


Helen Wiens Dale Drews 


Subscription: 1 yr.—$1.00. 2 yrs.—$1.50. 
3 yrs.—$2.00. 


Published Monthly 








The Washington Young Friends have pro- 
duced a comprehensive report on the mailing 
by their group last May to 22,000 high school 
students in the area, giving information on con- 
scientious objectionto military service and on 
alternative service provisions. The responses 
of recipients of the letter are summarized and 
evaluated. Details are given on the dismissal 
of William Martin, Young Friends Chairman, 
from his Capitol Hill job following coverage of 
the mailing by the Washington press. 

The report entitled "Challenge to Compla- 
cency" is available for 25¢ from the Washing- 
ton Young Friends, 211 Florida Ave., N.W., 
Washington 8, D. C. The introduction notes 
that it should be of interest to the larger com- 
munity in that it "illustrates the experience of 
one group of American young people in ven- 
turing intoa field characterized by both apathy 
and strong opinions. "' 

* * 

A section of the 1952 McCarran Act which 
takes citizenship from native-born Americans 
who leave the United States to avoid draft ob- 
ligation was declared unconstitutional by a spe- 
cial three-judge Federal panel. The decision 
was based ona closely related issue decided 
by the Supreme Court in 1958, in which it was 
ruled that the Congress did not have general 
powers over citizenship and that expatriation 
could not be used as a punishment, 

The ruling of the panel restored citizenship 
to Dr. Joseph H. Cort, 32, who remained in 
England and later sought asylum in Czecko- 
slovaki after having received an induction no- 
tice. The entire panel agreed that the Boston- 
born physician stayed abroad to avoid service 
in the armed forces. Cort, a former Com- 
munist, claimed he remained abroad to avoid 
political persecution then prevalentin the Unit- 
ed States. 

* * % 

A news item by the Associated Press in ear- 
ly October for the first time, to the best of our 
knowledge, reported the University of Mary- 
land decision last spring to allow CO's an al- 
ternative to the Reserve Officer Training Corps 
(ROTC) program. Two students have sought 
the exemption. Both were approved and are 
taking substitute courses. 


King Hussein, Contd. 


service there. Imasmuch as such men have 
shared in the work, they share the commen- 
dation of the King. Though the purpose of such 


work is not to achieve praise, there is justifi- 
able satisfaction in a job well done. 

Though the approval of the host government 
is not the only criterion for evaluating alter- 
native service abroad, it may be a partial in- 
dication of the usefulness of the work to the 
people of the country, and it shows that such 
work is in our own national interest of main- 
taining friendly relations with other nations. 
Seldom does the work which alternative ser- 
vice men are doing abroad receive such direct 
commendation from the heads of government. 


Church Completion Ends Project 


With the dedication of the Mennonite Church 
in Bechterdissen on August 22, another com- 
munity for refugees was completed in Germany 
by Mennonite Paxmen. A total of 64 young 
men, most of them fulfilling their obligation 
under the U.S. draft law, shared in the build- 
ing project during the five-year span covered 
by the work. 

Work began at Bechterdissen, near Biele- 
feld, in April 1955, and by December 1957 the 
Paxmen had helped in the construction of 49 
houses for Mennonite refugees from areas 
whichare now Communistdominated. With the 
exception of the church and a few houses the 
settlement construction project was completed 
in December 1957. By that time 40, 480 hours 
were accumulated and $24,095 was saved by 
the work of the Paxmen. 

In 1958 the unit was closed for the year, 
during which time the local Mennonite congre- 
gation developed plans for the church. Pax re- 
turned in July 1959, to begin construction of 
the church. Paxmen worked with the East 
Prussian refugees as well as with local Ger- 
man laborers. 

The members of the work unithad an inter- 
est in serving the community, beyond the du- 
ties involved in construction work. Some of 
the activities which they participated in or 
sponsored were the distribution of Christmas 
bundles, singing in a Pax choir, the organiza- 
tion of a Mennonite youth chorus, and regular 
weekly visitation of homes. 

Needs of refugee youth were met through 
the formation of a boys' club, with emphasis 
on crafts. A girls' club and work with widows 
was initiated by the matron of the unit. 

Paxmen who worked at Bechterdissen are 
showing continued interest in the community 
by donating 100 hymnbooks to the Mennonite 








congregation there, even though most of the 
men have long returned to the United States. 
They are explaining their gift as an expres- 
sion of their appreciation for the opportunity 
of service and Christian friendship. 

No Pax-built community is considered com- 
plete without a church structure to symbolize 
the importance of God in the community and to 
provide a spiritual home for the residents of 
the community. 


CO Rights Given Careful 
Thought in Germany 


An article in Deutsche Korrespondenz, a 
semi-official publication of the West German 
government, notes some of the considerations 
which went into the formation of the policy for 
dealing with conscientious objectors in the 
German Federal Republic. Although Anglo- 
Saxon countries had upheld the right of consci- 
entious objection for some time, in Germany 
there was no such precedent. Treatment of 
CO's was an important and difficult problem, 
particularly so in the foundation of a new Ger- 
man state, only a few short years after the 
total coilapse. 

The importance layin the fact that military 
service contrary toconscience was thenall too 
fresh in the people's minds. It was difficult 





because, ''generally speaking, citizens can on- 
ly be released from the obligation to defend 
their country by force ofarms in anemergency 
when the state itself rests on firm founda- 


tions. "' 

It was assumed that large numbers of young 
men would apply for recognition as conscien- 
tious objectors because of the experiences un- 
der Hitler and because of the danger of open 


conflict involving the two German states, just 
to mentiona few of the importantfactors. The 
Defense Ministry and the Ministry of Labor, 
both charged with certain duties in relation to 
CO's under the Conscript Law, prepared for a 
sharp increase in staff for the work involved 
in finding alternative work for conscientious 
objectors. 

Today, four years after the Law came into 
force, a mere six persons in the Ministry of 
Labor handle all of the CO matters. At the De- 
fense Ministry, also, a large organization has 
been found unnecessary. Of all men called, 
only 0.5 percent - atotal of 8, 399 young men - 
have applied for registration as conscientious 
objectors. Of these applications, 2, 122 have 
been accepted and 519 were rejected. The rel- 
atively low number of applications for CO rec- 
ognition comes as a surprise to many observ- 
ers of the German scene. 

Applications for recognition as a conscien- 
tious objector are examined by a tribunal pre- 
sided over by a judge or senior government ad- 
ministrator who sits in an advisory capacity. 
The three assistants must be at least 35 years 
old; registered CO's are eligible for such posts. 

It was decided in Germany that rejection of 
the use of arms onconscientious grounds could 
not be recognized if it was qualified by the 
question of the weapons to be used or by the 
guestion of the opponent or any other questions 
of conditions. A man cannot reject nuclear 
weapons and hold that others are permissible, 
and "whoever maintains that he will not fight 
against his German brothers may not either, 
if he obeys his conscience, fight against any 
other of his human brothers - or he is no gen- 
uine conscientious objector. "' 
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